
How to secure sliding glass doors

When it comes to securing your sliding glass doors from potential break-in, there are a number of myths as to 
what works. The most prevailing thought is: prevent the doors from sliding open and their secured. In the tracks 
at the base of the doors, people use all kinds of devices: two-by-fours, old broom handles, and even plastic PVC 
tubing. Others will tell you that the device has to be wedged higher - at the top of the door opening. Some pur-
chase the hinged bars that attach at eye-level. Not only are all these practices an eye sore, they won’t even slow 
down someone trying to burglarize your home.

Consider for a moment how the rollers on the bottom of your sliding doors are repaired or replaced? A handy-
man or service technician simply lifts the door off the lower track to access the rollers. Burglars use the same 
method. They simply lift the door off the tracks! No broom handle or lock will prevent this. 

A best practice to securing your home’s sliding doors is to use a “pin lock”.  A pin lock prevents the door from 
being lifted off the tracks. It also prevents the door from sliding open - a second benefit should you forget to 
lock the sliders before going to bed.

Pin locks typically cost less than $10 and can be purchased at any local hardware store. And, they can be in-
stalled in less than 30 minutes with only a drill and screw driver. The National Crime Prevention Council, as 
well as a number of other nationally-recognized crime prevention authorities, recommend pin locks as the best 
approach to securing sliding doors.

While the installation of pin locks is fairly straight forward if one is handy with power tools, the biggest caution 
comes when drilling into the door frames. Be sure to follow all instructions that come with the locks. Or better 
yet, have your trusted handyman perform the installation. A handyman will typically charge or estimate by the 
hour (with a one hour minimum). You might as well do all the sliders in your home, thus get the most out of his 
or her visit.

Of course, there is an old adage that says, “If a theif rally wants what you have, they’ll steal it.” It is, however, 
common knowledge that theives look for easy targets. One of opportunity. The easy target is the home without 
pin locks on the sliders.

Pin locks can be purchased online at these locations: www.dkhardware.com and www.Homedepot.com.

More information on properly closing a home before returning north for the season can be found at: www.Prop-
ertyServiceOfNaples.com.

Additional security advice can be found at: www.ncpc.org

Naples’ resident Rick Virdinlia, along with his wife, own Property Service of Naples, LLC, a fully-licensed and 
insured family-operated Home Watch and Handyman company located in Naples, Florida. His article, How To 
Close a Seasonal Home, was published online by the Naples Daily News, March 2011. He can be contacted at 
rick@PropertyServiceOfNaples.com or calling (239) 537.3503.


